
FILLTHE GAP

The Nature’s Notebook citizen and professional 
science program provides a national framework 

for the submission of long-term phenology 
observation data. Data collected by observers can 

be used at multiple scales:

By researchers interested in better understanding 
the e�ects of climate change on plants and animals

By people or groups of people interested in local 
or regional seasonal variation and change

By individuals who are interested in learning more 
deeply about the rhythms of the natural 

world around them.

But there’s a problem:
There is no data for Western Pennsylvania.

Join us in an e�ort to observe, 
learn, 

connect, and:

You cared about the pollinators.
You planted pollinator friendly plants.

Now what?

Join us in a regional program to collect
information on these plants to aid

researchers, scientists, and local land 
owners. All it takes is 10 minutes a week.

 

Join Nature’s Notebook

To join, download the 
Nature's Notebook mobile app 

or sign up at:

www.usanpn.org/natures_notebook.

All that’s needed to join is your 
name and email address. 

No previous experience necessary. 

(scan this code 
with your phone 
to be taken to 
the website)

1.
Set up your account

Choose your site, 
the location of your garden

or backyard.

Select species from our 
Species List, or

 our Campaign Species, 
identifying individual plants or 
animals you want to observe.

2.
Start observing!

Familiarize yourself with our 
observation guidelines and 

standardized phenology protocols.
Go outside, take observations 

of your plants or animals using your 
mobile device or use paper datasheets 

and then enter your data online.

(For help and guidance, 
see resources on the other side)

3.

The Western Pennsylvania Backyard Phenology Group 
(join us by marking our box in the Partner Groups)

 is currently connecting backyard observers in our area. 
At the moment we are concentrating on pollinator friendly species, 

but there are over 500 species in Pennsylvania that are available to track. 
We welcome all observations.

Joining is easy, follow the three steps below to start making your garden count:

“Taking the Pulse of Our Planet”

Phenology is the study of the timing of seasonal plant 
and animal life cycle events, including the �owering of 
plants, ripening of fruit, the emergence of insects, and 
migration of birds.

What is Phenology?

"New England Aster" by Dendroica cerulea is licensed under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0 (cropped, Ascelepias tuberosa by Aaron Carlson CC-by-S4 2.0 (cropped)



What species are you tracking?

Here is a sampling:

Milkweeds (Asclepias spp.)
Blazing stars (Liatris spp.)
Asters (Symphyotrichum spp.)
Goldenrods (Solidago spp.)
Joe Pye Weed (Eutrochium �stulosum)
Lanceleaf coreopsis (Coreopsis lanceolata)
Lupines (Lupinus spp.)
Bee balm/bergamot (Monarda spp.)
Black-eyed Susan (Rudbeckia hirta)
Cone�owers (Echinacea spp.)
Sun�owers (Helianthus spp.)
Prairie clovers (Dalea spp.)
Thistles (Cirsium spp.)
Cardinal �ower (Lobelia cardinalis)
Golden Alexanders (Zizia aurea)
Baccharis (Baccharis halimifolia)

Exact species are available on
the Nature’s Notebook site.
Find them by following the link under
“Observe” to join the “Nectar Connectors”
campaign. 

To �nd Pennsylvania speci�c 
plants:
1. Choose  “The plants and Animals”  from
the “Observe” menu.

2. Pick PA from the drop down state menu

3. Open the “advanced” menu, and in 
“plant group” choose “Nectar Connectors”

The site looks overwhelming, how do I get help?

The Local Phenology Leader is Wendy Love
and the group is being hosted By Penguin Court, 

a Preserve of Brandywine Conservancy.

Wendy can be reached at:
lhptrail@gmail.com

or at the 
Western PA Backyard Phenology Group 

on Facebook 

First, don’t worry. It is perfectly ok, in fact preferred, 
to answer  “I don’t know” when entering data. It may 

take a year to learn your plants’ phases. We are all
learning together.

Take a rainy day and explore all of the resources
available on the Nature’s Notebook site. There

are articles, videos, learning modules, and guides.
Work at your own pace, we are looking for long

term observations of the same plants.
If you don’t catch all of the phases this year, 

next year’s data is just as important.

The Western PA Backyard Phenology Group
on Facebook will be posting training help, 
classes, and other learning opportunities. 

My organization is interested in getting involved,
what can we do?

Glad you asked. Penguin Court is interested in creating
a Phenology Walk and Trail in the area. A Trail is 

comprised of a series of Phenology Walks at di�erent
sites. Volunteers will be needed for observations, 

walk creation, and other help.
Please contact Wendy for more information.

Help us take the next step.

Wendy Love

This program is being coordinated by a Pennsylvania
Master Naturalist Trainee. Find out more at:

   pamasternaturalist.org
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